EPC JUDGES ORIENTATION NOTES

Thank you for agreeing to serve as a judge for the Mafiq Foundation’s Essay Panel Context (EPC). This document
provides you with information and rubrics needed to judge the youth submission fairly and consistently. There are 5
categories for submissions (essays, letters, posters, speech and multimedia). Please only attend to the categories that
you will be judging.
Expectations for All Judges:
1. You will let us know which grades/levels your children are competing in, if any, so that we can assign you to judge
other grades/levels
2. You will review the rubrics and essay topics before you start to judge
3. You will review the essay files upon receipt to make sure that they are all included and do not include duplicates or
have other problems. If you see a problem, please alert the Level lead as soon as possible
4. You will give yourself enough time to judge the essays fairly and without rushing
5. You will score essays based on the rubrics not your opinion of the content of the essays or topic
6. You will return your score sheets on time
TIPS:
 It helps to review all of the essays one time before you start to judge them
 You may want to note preliminary scores as you read the essays and them review all of your scores before
finalizing them to make sure that you did not judge the essays you read first or last differently from the rest
(e.g., more harshly or more lightly)
 Double check your scores to make sure that you entered them correctly into the spreadsheet and that there are
no typos.

Important Dates:
 You will receive the essays and scoring spreadsheet for judging approximately by January 8, 2016.
 You must return your completed scoring spreadsheet by January 17, 2016.

ESSAY RUBRIC (revised dated 12/20/2015) - 40 Points Possible
ESSAY RUBRIC
1.
Ideas:
The degree to which the
essay presents a unique and
well formed idea(s).
(Weight = 1.5)

8-10
The ideas show a
complete understanding of
the topic.
--The thesis (position) is
clear
--Details (excerpts)
support the thesis.
--The author provides an
interesting or unique
perspective,
interpretation, and/or
examples to support his or
her thesis.

The parts work together to
create an insightful and
convincing essay.
--essay has at least three
The degree to which the
main parts—introduction
essay makes a central point
(beginning), body
(i.e., has a clear theses),
(middle) and conclusion
supports that point, and
concludes with a summary of (end).
--smooth transitions
that point
--It is clear and
(Weight = 1)
compelling
2.
Organization

3.
Word choice/Sentence
fluency/Grammar
The degree to which the

The word choice reflects
careful thinking about the
essay & makes a powerful
case. The writing conveys
the author’s voice in a

5-7
The ideas show an
understanding of the
reading.
--The thesis is clear.
--Some details support
the thesis.

3-4
--The thesis
statement is
unclear.
--More details are
needed.
--The student does
not explain all of
his/her ideas
clearly.

1-2
The essay needs a thesis
statement and details.

The organization pattern The beginning,
fits the topic and
middle and end runpurpose.
together.
--Contains introduction,
body and conclusion,
but one or more part(s)
might need better
development.

Organization is unclear
and incomplete.
--No identifiable
beginning, middle or end.

The word choice is
clear, but the writer
needs to avoid clichés
or general words. The
writing shows interest

The writer needs help
with word choice. Some
words are misused. Word
choice for persuasive
writing has not been

The words do not
create a clear
message.
--too many general
words are used. The

ESSAY RUBRIC

8-10

5-7

3-4

1-2

writing reflects a good
command of English
vocabulary and grammar.
(Weight = 1)

way that is unique,
confident and convincing.
The sentence structure in
the essay make the ideas
stand out.
Grammar and punctuation
are correct and the copy is
free of all or most errors.

in the topic and some
elements of a unique
voice.
No sentence problems
exist, but more sentence
variety is needed.
The essay has a few
careless errors in
punctuation and
grammar.

writing does not
show a particular
interest in the topic,
it is hard to identify
the author’s voice.
The essay has many
sentence problems.
The number of
errors makes the
essay hard to read.

considered. There is no
unique voice or
perspective offered.
The writer needs to learn
how to construct
sentences.
Help is needed to make
corrections.

4.
Works Cited
The degree to which the
author’s points are supported
by other sources that are
properly cited.
(Weight = 0.5)

Essay supported with
references for all or most
points, references clear,
references on separate
page, and presented
neatly.

References provided for
the majority of points
needing references,
references clear,
references on separate
page, and presented
neatly.

Many references
missing and either
not on separate
piece of paper,
unclear or not
presented neatly.

No references.

For HS/Above this would
be at least 5 citations
For middle school this
would be at least 3
For elementary school this
would be at least 2
citations

LETTER RUBRIC for Grades 1&2 ONLY (revised dated 12/20/16) - 40 Points Possible
8-10
Style, audience, tone
The degree to which the
submission reads as an
interesting letter.
(Weight = 1)

5-7

Creative use of the
letter format including
good use of white space,
a sense of the author
Information is well
comes through, and a
written and interesting
tone appropriate for the
to read.
identified recipient of
the letter (e.g., a friend,
and grandparent, a
teacher).

3-4

Some information is
provided, but is limited
or inaccurate.
There is little sense of
the author in the letter.

1-2

Information is poorly
written, inaccurate, or
incomplete.

Technical
The letter follows common
letter format with, for
example, appropriate
font/handwriting size and
spacing.

Letter is complete with
all required elements.

Some friendly letter
elements may be
missing.

Most friendly letter
elements out of place or
missing.

Improper form is used.

(Weight = 1)
Grammar, punctuation,
and choice of words for the
friendly letter
The degree to which the
writing reflects an ageappropriate command of
English vocabulary and
grammar
(Weight = 1)

Excellent job on
presentation, style,
grammar, and
punctuation.

Presentation, style,
grammar, and
punctuation all fair and
indicative of a friendly
letter.

Grammar, punctuation,
Information mislabeled
and choice of words
or missing. Inaccurate
poor for a friendly
punctuation or grammar.
letter.

Organization
The degree to which the
content of the letter makes a
central point (i.e., has a clear
theses), supports that point,
and concludes with a
summary of that point
(Weight = 1)

All the parts work
together to tell a unified
story or make a clear
point.
The body of the letter
includes a clear
beginning, middle and
end. The author’s ideas
are clear and compelling

The organization pattern The beginning, middle
fits the topic and
and end run-together.
purpose.
--Contains introduction,
body and conclusion,
but one or more part(s)
might need better
development.

Organization is unclear
and incomplete.
--No identifiable
beginning, middle or
end.

Name of Competitor :

Level :

POSTER RUBRIC (revised dated 12/20/16) - 30 Points Possible
Name of Judge:
Grand Total :
Points
Artistic Quality (15 points – Refer to breakdown of points below)
Does the content and design work well together? Are they balanced? (5 points)
Is the poster neat and well-organized? (5 points)
Are the style and design aesthetically pleasing? (5 points)
Sub Total
Interpretation of Essay Topic (15 points – Refer to breakdown of points below)
Is the poster informative? (5 points)
Does the poster reflect imagination, creativity and individuality? (5 points)
Is the poster relevant to the essay topic? (5 points)
Sub Total
0

SPEECH RUBRIC (revised dated 12/20/16) - 40 Points Possible
SPEECH
RUBRIC

Delivery

(Weight = 2)

8-10
Makes varied and
sustained eye contact
with entire audience.
Uses variance in pitch,
rate, and volume to
appropriately convey
meaning throughout.
Smooth flowing
language, devoid of filler
words or verbal tics.

Ideas:
The degree to which
the essay presents a
unique and well
formed idea(s).
(Weight = 2)

The ideas show a
complete understanding
of the topic and are well
organized.
--The thesis (position) is
clear
--Details (excerpts)
support the thesis.
--The author provides an
interesting or unique
perspective,
interpretation, and/or
examples to support his
or her thesis.

5-7
Makes varied but
inconsistent eye
contact with entire
audience.

3-4

1-2

Makes some eye contact
Does not make eye contact
with some of the audience. with audience.

Uses some variance in
pitch, rate, and volume to
Frequently uses
appropriately enhance
variance in pitch, rate, meaning.
and volume to
appropriately convey Smooth flowing language,
meaning.
with occasional filler
words or verbal tics, or
Smooth flowing
pauses.
language, with a few
filler words or verbal
tics.

Speaker speaks in a
monotone.

The ideas show an
understanding of the
reading.
--The thesis is clear.
--Some details support
the thesis.

--The thesis statement is
unclear.
--More details are needed.
--The student does not
explain all of his/her ideas
clearly.

The essay needs a thesis
statement and details.

--The material flows
pretty well

--The essay is hard to
follow

Frequently user filler words
or phrases, or pauses
inappropriately, as if at a
loss.

EPC 2012 : Poster Competition

Name of Competitor :

Level :

MULTIMEDIA
PROJECT (revised dated 12/20/16) - 30 Points
Possible
Name of Judge:
Grand
Total :
Points
Artistic Quality (15 points – Refer to breakdown of points below)
Does the content and design work well together? Are they balanced? (5 points)
Is the poster neat and well-organized? (5 points)
Are the style and design aesthetically pleasing? (5 points)
Sub Total
Interpretation of Essay Topic (15 points – Refer to breakdown of points below)
Is the poster informative? (5 points)
Does the poster reflect imagination, creativity and individuality? (5 points)
Is the poster relevant to the essay topic? (5 points)
Sub Total
0

